MEET THE JOKER

 An Inspirational Success story

WWW.ANDERSONYORKIES.COM
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      12 weeks of age                    Joker with Buddy Hickory            tiny & sick at  6 wks                     8 months of age
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Joker was born a cleft palate/cleft lip Yorkshire terrier puppy on 5/9/2006. He was named for the funny way his lip curved up much like The Joker on batman.  As a newborn puppy I noticed immediately the large area of missing lip and hard palate. Try as he might this little guy could never gain suction to nurse from this mother. I had a choice to make, I was either to have him euthanized  or give him a chance. He sure seemed to be a fighter. He squirmed and had more energy after birth then any puppy in the litter. SO I decided to give it my best shot to save this puppy. I knew the chances of him living where very slim. Due to his disability, he would completely depend on all food from me. The chances of him dying from aspirating fluids or pneumonia, or plain giving up were great. I decided to try but I also knew what his chances were.  I knew nothing of raising a puppy like this, so I searched the internet for any information I could find. I found this site which I contribute for giving me the information I needed and the hope to continue to try to save this cleft lip/cleft palate puppy. I also give tons of credit to  yorkietalk.com members for advice, support and a forum to share our story.

http://hennwood.tripod.com/cleft_pup_info.htm 

www.yorkietalk.com 
I called my vet and asked him to prescribe antibiotics for Joker, and he kindly did so, even though he didn’t give me much hope a puppy with his problems would survive. So every 1-2 days Joker had a tiny bit of antibiotics, to help keep pneumonia away. For 7 weeks I feed him religiously 7-8 times a day, including getting up in the middle of the night like a newborn human baby needs. The first few days I  held him to his mother and  made sure he got a few drops of her colostrums rich milk. Then I supplemented him first born puppy formula with a few drops of honey all thru the day, 2-5 ounces at a time. He was fed with a syringe. He was held upright, not tipped back, so extra formula did not go into his palate or lungs. Even by doing this, Joker still gurgled frequently, with formula coming out his nose. He never breathed easily, his breathing was always labored. He suffered frequently from hypoglycemic attacks and seizures. Several times being unresponsive. But always bounced right back to normal, or normal for him after getting honey or nutracal.  He always had a amazing appetite and just never gave up, ever. He was tiny with no body fat, he had lots of hair but you could feel every bone. Many times I felt with all these problems, he would always have  health problems. But Joker and I  kept going. If I had to be somewhere my hubby took over his feedings. My daughter took him out and watched cartoons and loved him frequently.

After 7  exhausting weeks of feeding Joker he began to lap formula from a tiny saucer and eat small amounts of canned food. Water was left out all the time too. Every time he ate solid mushy  food I would have to suction him with a baby  bulb syringe in his cleft because he would have particles of food stuck in his palate. After 7 weeks this is when Joker began to flourish. All hypoglycemic attacks and seizures stopped.  He began to gain weight, because he controlled when and how much he ate. He began to play and when he barked he sound just like a munchkin! Once he started gaining weight, the ugly duckling became a darling puppy!

Joker walks no where, he prances, he high steps like he is in a parade. He has more energy then any yorkie we have ever owned. He is very healthy now at a little under 3 lbs at 8 months old now this January 2007.  He gets occasional treats but benefits from dry food only. When he gets treats we feed him larger chunks of meat because it rarely gets in his palate.

Just as the Hennwood website mentioned, Joker started experiencing a close down of his cleft palate and has gotten smaller in size. Most vets will disagree this would ever happen, but nature has a way of healing and at 8 months Joker’s palate is half the size it once was, although his cleft lip remains open with little improvement.

I was told  by  Breeders and vets alike to not waste my time on a puppy like this. I sure am Glad I wasted my time!

Joker was neutered at 6 months of age. He came home the day of surgery as if not a thing happened! If it weren’t for the stitches you would have thought he had been to the park!

My vet was amazed at this little dogs health, the cleanliness of his open palate, and most of all this lil dogs  GREAT will to live. My vet said based on how well he has adapted that he  foresees he never need surgery to correct  his cleft lip or palate. 

“THE JOKER” is a miracle dog and is a perfect example   how one can overcome great obstacles, even when the odds are completely against you. Sometimes you just need a little help from a friend. 

This Special Lil Yorkshire terrier reminds me of this everyday and encourages me to apply this thinking in my own life. 

I HOPE Joker inspires the thought that anything is possible if you have the will in you too.

Thank you for reading his success story.

We will periodically update Jokers progress and pictures.

Sincerely Kelly 

In May 2007 at a little over 1 yr of age Joker was rehomed to our friends and neighbors who adore him. He likes car rides and 4 wheeler rides! He likes to sleep with his Nana and best part of all we can see him anytime we want! He is a lucky and happy boy.
           [image: image4.jpg]


   <Joker the day he went to his new home.       
